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Weekly standing items…  

Best Attendance for October Year 3—99.1% 

Whole School year to date 94.5.0% 

It is our expectation that all children attend school every day. Attendance this term has been 

up and  down. Overall we have not reached our target. If your child is absent from school you 

must inform the school  office before 9.30am or child absence will be unauthorised.  

Every child in school every day! 

Attendance 

Every day counts in teaching and learning! 
School Target  96.3% 

Congratulations everyone, we have made to the end of a very busy half term.  It 

has been lovely to  receive all your positive comments and feedback about our suc-

cesses with last year’s results and the improvements to the buildings and grounds. 

Thank you to all of you who attended the phonics and reading workshops and for 

your encouraging feedback and support. We plan to run the workshops again in 

the afternoon or early evenings next term. Keep an eye out for the information 

and dates at the start of the half term. 

Our Year 6’s fundraising Halloween Disco was a great success. Thank you to every-

one who supported the evening and came along  in costume. You were amazing! 

See our picture gallery on the website and the picture page in this newsletter. 

Please support your child to compete in the Mayor’s Christmas Card competition. 

The information will also be coming home with your child today. 

As you know we are streamlining our office systems with new systems and pro-

cesses to support home and school communication. This includes going cashless 

and moving the purchase of our uniforms to ‘Rough Cuts’, the uniform shop in 

Chapel Market. Thank you to all of you who are returning  forms and information 

when requested. It is very important we have the most up to date details about 

your children and contacts numbers. 

We wish you all restful and enjoyable half term. 



FUN WITH PHONICS 
PHONICS WORKSHOP 

 
A big thank you to the many parents and carers who joined us to find out how we teach 

phonics and support children to develop their reading and writing skills.  

Keep an eye out for further workshops to help you after half term! 

 

‘The workshop presentation has 

really helped my understanding.’ 

Y1 Parent 

‘It was really useful seeing phonics in action. It makes it so 

much clearer.’ 

A parent 

Parent Workshops 



Diary Events—Next  few weeks 

         23 Oct—27 Oct Half Term 

30 Oct -2 Nov      Year 5 Bikeability bike training 

13 Nov-16 Nov    Y6 School Journey, Cardfields 

20 Nov                  Y2 & Y4 Music Workshop  

24 Nov                  Year 3 and Year 4 visiting House of 

   Illustration  

29 Nov                  Maamulaha Football Competition 

                               Y3—Y6 

19 Dec                   Christmas Performance 

                                Phase 1 & Phase 2 

Class  Assemblies Schedule 

(All class assemblies this year will be held on a Wednesday) 
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Hello my name is Sean. Many of you may have seen me in the Year 1 classroom as I am currently 

undertaking my work experience within this school. Part of my course is to conduct research into 

the way children read and who they are more likely to read with. I would like to bring your atten-

tion to the research that I have found. The percentage of UK fathers reading with their children has 

dropped significantly in the past five years, from 60% in 2012 to only 48% in 2017 and still decreas-

ing. Research has shown that children who do read with their fathers tend to achieve better grades 

at schools and display less behaviour problems. These reading experiences also help contribute to a 

child’s language and literacy development. They also transmit information and knowledge about 

people places and things. I would like to urge fathers to spend more time reading with their chil-

dren to help ensure that they can achieve the best that they can in their learning. 

Introducing…... 

It was great to see so many parents at the Reading Workshop run by Miss Robbins, our Literacy 
Lead, this week. The workshop outlined how we approach reading at Robert Blair to support our 
children to meet the demands of the National Curriculum, especially around comprehension and 
inference skills. There was an opportunity for parents to share how they support their children with 
reading at home and further ideas were presented to support  parents and develop a love of reading 
for their children.  

We were overwhelmed by the response from parents about the value of the workshop and how 
they will use the ideas to support their children further at home. There were several handouts avail-
able, including 'A Parent's Guide - Supporting Reading', A Parent's Guide - Understanding Phonics' 
and a 'Question prompt sheet' to help with developing questioning skills. Parents also  
had the opportunity to visit classes and see reading in action! Look out for further dates next half  
term when we will be launching the Reading Road Map initiative and repeating the reading work-
shop along with additional phonics workshops to support parents following high demand. 

Mr. Miles says: 

Come on everyone –especially, dads, brothers, uncles. Let’s get 

reading with our kids as much as we can. They love it –and learn so 

much at the same time! 

Reading Workshop 



Celebrating Success 

 

Year  5 and Year 6 Football Team 

Congratulations to 

Year 5 & 6 for 

their football suc-

cess! Coming 8th 

the whole of Isling-

ton!  

The Whitlock Challenge Trophy 

Summer Seeds Competition 

Excellent  

achievement  

for work in our  

environment ! 

Both the boys and girls football 

teams reached the finals! 

Toddlers go to the Freightliners 

The children in the 
toddler base (2-3 
year olds) have been 
going on visits to 
Freightliners Farm. 
We’ve seen lots of 
animals and got up close to the chickens and the goat! Thanks to 
all the mums, dads and carers who came along and have been 
making the visits really good fun. 

I loved going to the ceremony 

and getting the prize. It’s scary 

going to get it. 



Busy week for Year 6……. 

On Wednesday 11 October they performed ‘The 

Jabberwocky’ a poem by Lewis Carroll for their class 

assembly. They created fantastic costumes using 

D&T skills and created a fantastic atmosphere not 

only by using the lighting and background music, 

but also with the impressive intonation and expres-

sion they put into their 

voices. 

On Tuesday 17th we visited the Natural History Museum as part of our learning in Science and 

Topic. We had great fun looking at the geological processes that have formed planet Earth 

and discovering facts about how life began on planet Earth for our science topic ‘Evolution 

and Inheritance’ 




