
Newsletter n°11 
24 February 2017 

 

It is our expectation that all children attend school every 
day. On the rare occasion there is an unavoidable reason 
for an absence or lateness it is essential that you notify 
the school, with an explanation, and provide a sick note 
or certificate on your child's return. 

ATTENDANCE THIS WEEK 

Rec Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5  Y6 

89.9% 94.8% 91.3% 94.4% 95.2% 93.5% 97.9% 

                   Total 94.5% 

Attendance 
Every day counts in teaching and learning! 

School Target  96.3% 

Our attendance was poor over the 

last few days. Let’s make sure we 

can improve for next week by being 

in school everyday on time. 

Diary events—the next few weeks.  

Wed 01 Mar: Dental fluoride varnish application NR, RC, Y1, Y2     

Thurs 02 Mar: World Book Day (Dress up as a book character) 

Thurs 02  Mar: Y6 Class Book Assembly ( All parents welcome) 

Mon  06 Mar:  Y4 Workshop House of Illustration 

Wed  08 Mar :  Book Fair ( in school for a week) 

Fri  10 March : RC Trip  to Transport Museum 

Thurs 16 Mar :  Y1 Class Assembly 

Spring Term Tues 3/1  -  Fri 31/3 

Fri. 31 Mar. End of  spring Term, School close 

at 2pm 

Summer Term Tues. 18 April - Fri. 21 July 

Tues.18 April School opens 

Mon.1 May  Bank Holiday 

Mon. 29 May to Fri 02 Jun.- Half Term 

Mon. 5 Jun  Inset day (School closed) 

Fri. 21 Jul.   End of term  - school closes at 

2 pm 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope you enjoyed your half term break.  The children have 

settled quickly into their learning and in particular year 6, 

with the best attendance this week, are working really  hard 

to make sure they feel ready and prepared for their SATs 

tests. Next week is assessment week. Please support by 

helping your child to get the best out of their education by 

ensuring they arrive at school ready to learn. You can do 

this by ensuring that: 

 Your child has had plenty of sleep 

 They have had a good breakfast 

 They are in an emotionally good state of mind 

 They are handed over to the staff in the playground 

at school safely. 

When arriving at school for soft start please make sure you 

drop your child off inside the school gates and that they 

have been seen by a member of staff inside the playground. 

There is a letter accompanying this newsletter from the 

Chair of Governors updating you on the Bridge satellite 

school proposal. Please share your thoughts by completing 

the slip provided and handing it in at the school office. 

Michelle Bahn 

Headteacher 

Term Dates 
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This year, once again we will be asking chil-

dren to dress up as their favourite character 

from a favourite book. All children will come 

into school in their costume and maybe even 

with the book for a special assembly. It will be Year Six’s class assembly on the day –which will be 

centred around book day. 

The remainder of the day is to focus on an art outcome based on the new 

Oliver Jeffers book 'A Child of Books'. 

WORLD BOOK DAY 

Thursday 2nd March 

We are trialling changes to our Lunchtime provision  

You said... We did… 

 The children have raised a number of  issues from 

children including: some children's behaviour; 

having more things to do and knowing how to play 

with the equipment; having more to play with and 

quiet spaces to play. 

 Some parents were concerned when children had 

accidents at lunchtimes and wanted to be reas-

sured that injuries were being fully addressed by 

lunchtime supervisors.  

 Children and school council were consulted with 

and shared their thoughts and feelings about 

lunchtimes and how they could be improved 

 Our Higher Level Teaching Assistant works with 

the  support staff and midday meal supervisors to 

plan activities and playground zones. 

 All TAs have recently had their first aid training. 

updated.  

 New activities  and playground zones have been 

introduced. 

 We have increased the ratio of staff in the play-

ground and improved the transitions in and out 

of the lunch hall. 

YEAR 4 UPDATE 

I like that  there is more to 

do. Y1, 3 and 5 pupils 

I feel its better as there is more 

people to play with. Two Y6 girls. 

I love it! Boy in 

I really like us all being in the 

same playground. A boy and girl in 

year 5. 

Year 4 retold a narrative poem ‘The Highway Man’ written 

by Alfred Noyes, set in the 18th century.  The class created 

illustrations to go with each verse of the poem using tone 

and shading with a splash of colour.  

The poem tells the story of an unnamed highwayman who 

is in love with Bess. Betrayed to the authorities by Tim, the 

highwayman escapes ambush when Bess sacrifices her life 

to warn him. Learning of her death, he then dies in a fu-

tile attempt at revenge.  



Parents/Carer’s comments on the Bridge proposal 

Child’s name and Class (optional) 
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24 February 2017 

Dear Parents & Carers 

Plans for the Learning & Communication Resource Centre (LCR) 

I wrote to you before half term to tell you about a proposal to transfer the LCR to the Bridge – the specialist school which cur-

rently provides teachers for the LCR.  Under this arrangement the LCR would become a satellite unit of the Bridge but would 

still be based on the Robert Blair site and the children would continue to join Robert Blair children for meals, playtime and, 

where appropriate classes and outings.  (The satellite unit would become a free school as that is the only way such new devel-

opments can take place).    Both the Head and I also had the opportunity to talk to a number of parents about the proposal, 

particularly, of course the parents of children currently in the LCR.  Overall parents were in favour of the proposal whilst em-

phasising the importance of retaining the inclusive nature of the school – which I certainly agree with. 

The Governors have now spent quite a bit of time discussing the proposal.  We believe that, in principle, transferring the LCR 

to the Bridge is a good idea which would benefit both the LCR and Robert Blair.  We were, however, concerned that in the first 

couple of years losing the LCR would create financial problems for Robert Blair which would cause problems for the school.  

This is particularly worrying given that we know the local authority’s funding for education will be reduced.  We, therefore, 

agreed in principle to support the proposal but it is dependent on us being able to agree an acceptable transitional financial 

arrangement with the local authority.  We also need to make sure that the building works will be done in a way which benefits 

the school and that the school’s management team has the capacity to manage what will be a large development. 

Regards 

Margaret Lally 

Chair of Governors. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------ 

Please tear off slip and return to the main office with your comments. (Attach additional sheet if necessary) 
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