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Year 6 at the Odeon  

Film Festival 

On Thursday 10 November Yr6 took a trip to the cinema in Holloway to watch Alice 
Through the Looking Glass in 3D . A quote that stuck with the children was   

'The only way to achieve the impossible is to believe it is possible' 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am delighted to let you all know that Harriet Luwam, our new School 

Business Manager started with us this week. Harriet will be spending time 

out in the playground during ‘soft start’ please take the time to seek her 

out and say hello. 

The new half term has got off to a great start with all our children working 

really hard during assessment week to show all the learning that has taken 

place over the year.  Teachers are busy preparing Records of assessment 

which will be shared with you on the 16 December ready for parent con-

sultations at the start of the Spring term. Please take the time to look 

ahead in the dates for your diary section so you can take part in our coffee 

mornings, an opportunity for you to find out about what’s happening in 

school, contribute your thoughts and ideas, hear how you can support you 

child’s learning and spend time in class classes with children  

A big thank you to the Cruyff Foundation and our school council who 

worked together to improve our roof playground with new markings. 

Please look out for information about our ‘grand opening’ later in the 

newsletter. 

The cold weather is setting in. Please support the school by ensuring your 

child comes to school with suitable clothing that is clearly named and by 

talking to them about being responsible and taking good care of their per-

sonal property.  

  

Best Wishes 

Michelle Bahn -Headteacher 

Next Parent Coffee Morning  -Wednesday 23rd November ‘Children Playing Safely’  

Islington Police and Islington Play Association have teamed up to create this event to 

give local families a chance to talk about their concerns and worries, ideas and plans 

for how to ensure that their children can feel safe, meet friends, play out and enjoy 

their lives in our borough. All Welcome!!  

Attendance  

Year to date:  95.3% 

Target: 96.3% 

Thank you to all our parent recognis-

ing the importance of making sure 

your child is on time and in school 

every day. 

Class attendance last week: 

 Little Dorritt  96.3% 

 Oliver Twist  97.5% 

 David Copperfield 97.5% 

 Bleak House  96.9% 

 Tale of Two Cities 98.8% 

 Great Expectations 94.8% 



During my very first term in September 2015 there were a number of issues raised around wrap around 

care and afterschool club  provision. We put an interim structure in place until which carried us through 

to the end of the academic year. This year the new After School Club began and is continuing to build.  

 Many parents were unhappy about the sudden 

change and  increased costing structure that had 

been put in place in July 2015 for the academic 

year 2015-16 

 Many of you shared concerns around  the ba-

bies and toddler and older children being to-

gether as part of wrap around care. 

 Many parents were not happy with clubs 

starting at 3.30 and running for a short amount 

of time. Children were using part of this time to 

have a snack, register and be collected for clubs. 

This meant they were only getting between 40 & 

50 mins of club time. 

 There was very positive feedback about some of 

the clubs that were in place, particularly sports 

and cooking.   

 Some parents were frustrated at not being able 

to register children due to the limited numbers, 

particularly if they did not collect their child 

from school at the end of the school day. 

 Some parents found the pricing structure unfair 

if they had more than one child at the school. 

 Many families found the new structure to be 

more flexible and therefore cost effective. 

 Some parents expressed concern around the 

You Said...          We did…       

Wrap Around Provision and After School Clubs 

 Put an interim structure in place and consult-

ed with the families using the provision. 

 The wrap around care and provision for ba-

bies, toddlers and nursery has been separat-

ed out form the main school and takes place 

in the babies’ and toddlers’ rooms. 

 Reception to Year 6 is now part of the main 

school after school club and after school 

club+ provision. 

 Children now have a snack, a short playtime 

before clubs begin. 

 Clubs now run from 4—5pm. 

 Registration for clubs is now done through 

the office as part of booking for afterschool 

club. 

 We have a family rate which is based on the 

number of children attending. We are also 

open to further discussion around pricing for 

exceptional circumstance. 

 We based the clubs on those that were popu-

lar. There are 4 sports clubs on offer: 2 for 

each key stage taken by professional coaches. 

 We are building the number of clubs based 

on your feedback and the expertise available 

If you would like to provide further feedback, in particular around clubs you would like your child to 

attend, please hand your thoughts and ideas in at the front office where there is a box for your sugges-

tions and continued feedback. Information about spring clubs will be made available at the start of the 

spring term.  



Year 2 at the Islington Museum 

Year 1 at the Museum of Childhood 

the end of last half term Yr 1 children 

visited  the Museum of Childhood 

where they looked at toys from the 

past and the present and compared 

the two. They also sketched  a toy 

they were interested in. After all that 

fun of looking at different toys they 

had more fun on the rocking horse 

On Friday 4 November Year 2  went on a trip to the Islington Museum 

where they learned about ‘The Great Fire of London and became his-

torians for the day. 

Maths Coffee Morning 

Last Tuesday, parents attended a coffee morning based on maths and had the chance 

to join in activities with their children. 



Let me introduce myself 

I’m Jan,  you may have met me before if you have been involved 

with Kate Greenaway Nursery School and Children’s Centre (near 

Kings Cross) where I was a Deputy Head teacher for ten years,  I 

then spent some time training early years teachers and now I’m 

Deputy Head teacher for the Children’s Centre at Robert Blair. 

 

I’ve had a lovely first three weeks getting to know the staff and chil-

dren who come to the children’s centre and I’ve started to meet 

some parents and families too.  If we haven’t met yet do look out 

for me and say hello or ask a member of staff anytime if you’d like 

to arrange to see me. 

We need your feedback and ideas!  

We’re starting a new cycle of reviewing what we do and offer to children and families in the Children’s 

Centre and we really value parent’s input. 

There’s a suggestion box for you to share the things you like and the ideas you have for improvement or 

simply talk to a member of staff to tell us what you think. 

 

Parent Review Weeks  

Keypersons will be meeting with their Key children’s families to discuss their progress and next steps. 

Please look out for the sign-up sheets which we’ll put up in the next fortnight and book your slot. 

Baby room Review Week De-

cember 5th to 9th  

Toddler room Review Weeks 

December 12th to 22nd 

 

We noticed that some children were very interested in caring for the 

dolls in the toddler room so this week we’ve been giving the ‘babies’ 

all a bath. This has really engaged lots of children who have concen-

trated hard on washing and dressing the dolls and talking about what 

they are doing to staff and to each other. 

Meet Jan Stillaway our new Deputy Headteacher for the  

Childrens Centre 



Dates for your diary 
Thursday 24th November 

Year 5 Class Assembly 

Wednesday 23rd November 

Parents’ Coffee Morning– Children Playing Safely  

Friday16th December 

Records of Assessment go home 

Tuesday 20th December 

Winter Concert 

Wednesday 21st December 

End of Term School closes at 2.00pm 

Tuesday 3rd January 

INSET DAY 

Wednesday 4th January 

CHILDREN RETURN TO SCHOOL 

Year 6 Class Assembly 

Thursday 19th January 

Year 2 Class Assembly 

Wednesday 25th January 

Parents’ Coffee Morning –English 

Thursday 2nd February 

Year 3 Class Assembly 

Thursday 9th February 

Year 4 Class Assembly 

Monday 13th – Friday 24th February 

Half Term 

Monday 20th February 

INSET DAY 

Monday 13th – Friday 24th February 

Half Term 

Monday 20th February 

INSET DAY 

Tuesday 21st February 

CHILDREN RETURN TO SCHOOL 

Wednesday 29th March 

Parents’ Coffee Morning 

Friday 31st March  

End of Term School closes at 2:00pm 

Wednesday 19th April  

CHILDREN RETURN TO SCHOOL 

Tuesday 25th & Thursday 27th April 

Parent Consultations 

Monday 1st May 

Bank Holiday  

Wednesday 24th May 

Parents Coffee Morning 

Monday June 5th  

INSET DAY 

Wednesday 28th June 

Parents Coffee Morning 

Thursday 13th July  

Reports Go Home 

Monday 17th July  

Year 6 Show 

Tuesday 18th July 

Parent Drop in Consultations 

Friday 21st July 

End of Term School closes at 2.00pm 

Opening of the new markings on the roof 
 On Wednesday 30th November we will, in 

partnership with the Johan Cruyff Founda-

tion and Islington Council, be opening the 

new coatings on the roof playground. Sever-

al dignitaries from the local community, and 

from Holland have been invited. The 

coatings have already been applied and are 

in daily use at the school. 


