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A Parent’s Guide  

Supporting Reading 

Reading has two components 

Supporting comprehension 

The following questions will help you to supports chil-

dren’s developing comprehension of what they 

read. 

Encouraging Reading for pleasure 

AS well as being good at treading and achieving at school, 

it’s really important that your child enjoys reading. Here are 

some top tips for encouraging your child to read for pleas-

ure: 

 

 

 

 

 

 Be a good role model—let your child see you read-

ing, and enjoying your reading, to show that reading 

at home isn't just for homework. 

 Provide books related to your child’s interests.  

 Talk about the books your child is reading. Ask ques-

tions to develop enthusiasm 

 Show your child that you are interested in the char-

acters and storylines. 

 Even if your child is an able, independent reader, it’s 

good to still read to them. Reading to your child 

helps to create a bond and a positive memory of 

reading. 

 During reading, get into character and put on funny 

voices if it helps your child to enjoy the story 

 Spend time in the library and bookshops.Enjoy look-

ing at books and choosing ones thast your child finds 

the most interesting. 

 Join in with events at your local library. 

 Be enthusiastic to ee which book they have brought 

home from school and show that you are looking 

forward to hearing about it. 

 Make reading time a special time, where your child 

has all of your attention. 

 



Why is reading so important? 

 Reading helps to build communication skills 

Learning to read has a positive impact on your child’s abil-

ity to communicate and interact with others, as well as 

improving speaking, listening and writing skills. 

 Reading opens the imagination 

Reading is a way of unlocking a world of creativity and 

imagination. New worlds and new experiences are 

achieved when you can read 

 Reading has a positive impact on progress at 

school 

Reading unlocks the ability to understand  information in a 

range of subjects, meaning deeper understanding and 

faster progression 

 Reading can improve mental health and wellbeing 

Frequent reading for pleasure can help to increase your 

child’s weel-being. Your child’s favourite book characters 

can often be role models and may help your child empa-

thise with others. 

 Reading is a fundamental life skill 

We rely on reading to be perform everyday tasks inde-

pendently.. Many practical tasks would be very challeng-

ing without the ability to read. In society we rely on being 

able to read to perform  everyday tasks independently.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evidence suggests that there is a positive rela-

tionship between reading frequency, reading 

enjoyment and attainment (Clark 2011; Clark and 

Douglas 2011). 

Understanding Curriculum 

Expectations 

Reception and Key Stage 1 

Focus: 

To decode text for meaning—reading the words 

and understanding what they mean. Children will 

also begin to develop comprehension skills. 

 

Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3&4) 

Focus:  

To retrieve information 

To deduce, infer or interpret information, events or 

ideas from texts. 

To consider the structure and organisation of the 

text. 

 

Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5 & 6) 

FOCUS: 

To explain and comment on the author’s use of lan-

guage 

To identify and comment on writer’s purposes and 

viewpoints and overall effect of the text on the 

reader 

 

National Tests 

Children in Year 1 will have a phonics screening 

check at the end of Year 1 to assess whether they 

are able to decode words. 

Children in Year 2 and Year 6 will take a National 

Test completing a reading paper to assess their 

How can you help? 

 

 

 

 

 
 Set aside a regular time to read with your child eve-

ryday 

Studies show that regularly reading out loud to children 

leads to significant improvements in reading comprehen-

sion, vocabulary and the decoding of words. Whatever 

your child’s age, it will increase their desire to read inde-

pendently. 

 

 Surround your child with reading materials 

Children with a large range of reading materials in their 

homes do better. Tempt your children to read by having a 

large supply of appealing books, magazines and newspa-

pers. 

 

 Encourage a wide variety of reading activities 

READ! READ! READ! Make reading part of your children’s 

everyday life. Get them to read menus, road signs, instruc-

tions for games, weather reports, film listings, and other 

practical everyday information. 

 

 Develop the Library habit 

Entice your children to read more by taking them to the 

library every few weeks to get new reading materials. 

 

 Be knowledgeable about your children’s progress 

Find out what reading skills they are expected to have at 

each stage of their education. Talk to their class teacher  

and find out what their next steps are. 

 

 Show enthusiasm 

Your reaction has a great influence. Praise small steps, 

learning is a continuous process. The more interest you 

have in their reading the less likely they are to give up. 


