 Be ready
 Be Safe
 Be Mindful
Expectations are high
Individuals are nurtured
Creativity is valued
through an inclusive learning community

Attendance
Every day counts in teaching and learning!
It is our expectation that all children
attend school on time every day. On
the rare occasion there is an
unavoidable reason for an absence or
lateness it is essential that you notify
Greet
the school, with an explanation, and
provide a sick note or certificate on
your child's return.
THIS TERM
Attendance

Punctuality

Reception

95%

Reception

99%

Year 1

94%

Year 1

97%

Year 2

96%

Year 2

99%

Year 3

97%

Year 3

98%

Year 4

94%

Year 4

97%

Year 5

96%

Year 5

99%

Year 6

97%

Year 6

98%

School Target 96.3%

Newsletter 5: 7th December 2018
Dear Parents and Carers
Well done to all the children and families who are doing well with their attendance and are in school every day! Thank you
for supporting all the hard work the teachers and school are doing by making sure your child is at school every day. This
means that your child has the opportunity to learn consistently and make good progress. We can see how good attendance
impacts on the work in their books, their interactions with other children, their confidence and their eagerness to learn.
Every day missed is 5 hours of curriculum time. Any missed time quickly adds up and has a big impact on your child’s
progress, attainment and their personal and social development.
This time of year is a time of endings and beginnings and as such we are saying goodbye to some staff and welcoming
others. As you are aware our Deputy Headteacher Mr Miles is leaving us; Mr Miles has taken time off for personal reasons
and during that time is deciding on plans for his future after leaving Robert Blair school. I know you will want to join me
once again in wishing him well for the future.
We are also saying goodbye to Ms Oti and Ms Phipps, both of whom agreed to stay with us over the autumn term as we
recruited teachers to their vacancies. I would like to thank them both for staying over this time to ensure continuity for the
children. Their commitment to the school and the children’s wellbeing is very much appreciated. We are very pleased to be
welcoming Ms Rachel Kirton as our nursery class teacher and Mr Andrew Kehris our new year 4 teacher. Nursery parents
will have the opportunity to meet Ms Kirton next week. She will be with class across several afternoons and mornings to get
to know the children and to meet parents and carers. Mr Kehris will be joining us at the start of the year when you will
have the opportunity to introduce yourself and welcome him to the school.

your child with a smile, not your mobile

Sadly we are also saying goodbye to Mr Devlin who is leaving us to pursue his career in theatre and the arts. We wish him
well in his future career and endeavours and thank him for his work supporting the arts with our children and across the
school. Ms Lee who has been supporting in our Nursery is also moving on and we are pleased to be welcoming Mr Clayden
who will be working alongside Ms Kirton and Ms Adams-Kerridge. I know you will want to join me in wishing all our leavers
well in their future endeavours and thanking them for their hard work, commitment and the difference they have made to
our children, the school and the wider community.
Please take the time to catch up on all the exciting news and important information included in our newsletter. There is
some very important information included about safeguarding and our years 1 to 6 Cinema trip on page 10.
We are very much looking forward to seeing you all at the show next week. Don’t forget to book your tickets. Remember
your donation supports us to cover the costs of the show license, costumes and setting and enters you into the draw to win
one of our fabulous 8 Christmas Hampers.
We wish you all a wonderful and restful break over the winter holiday with your families and look forward to welcoming
you all back in the new year.

Artist Aaron McPeake
On Thursday 6th December, our school was one of only 120 schools across the whole country chosen for a day of
collaborative workshops with renowned sculptor and famous artist, Aaron McPeake.
Aaron inspired everyone with his creativity and expertise. He encouraged the children to explore their senses;
drawing what they experienced when eating different textures of food. Aaron installed some of his amazing
sculptures in the roof garden and they chimed with the wind.
Y4 and Y5 children worked with clay in the afternoon and created elephants, bells and free-style models.
Thank you Aaron for such an inspiring day – it was an amazing experience!

Round 2 of Aspen Art
Round two of our Aspen Art Project.
We started adding acrylic paint to our
city scape and thought about the
techniques, brush strokes and colours
we could use. The artwork is looking
fantastic! The effort being put into
these pieces is extraordinary and the
time and care that the class are
putting in is great to see. Great job
everyone! And thank you to the Art
Room for all of your support so far.

Year 3 @ Shakespeare’s
Globe

Year

Elf is coming to visit
Reception received a letter for a VIP
recently. The elf is coming to visit and
he wanted to let us know that he was
very pleased with our workshop and he
is looking forward to seeing us next
week. We wrote letters to thank him
for the lovely hats and books he sent
us.

What a lovely afternoon visiting the
Shakespeare’s Globe... and a cheeky
bit of sightseeing as we had to walk
across The Millennium Bridge

Raffle

The Christmas hamper raffle draw will
take place on Friday 14th December at
1 pm.
The lucky winners will be notified by
telephone.

Meanwhile… In the Toddler
Room
The toddlers love role playing this week
we have all been playing doctors.

We have been looking at all the different
shapes and patterns we can see in our
class room.

Y

House of Illustration

Football News

Year 4 had an insightful experience this
week at the House of Illustration,
learning about life from a refugee’s
point of view. We thought about how
the artist conveyed emotion through
their art.

Robert Blair’s spirit was not dampened
despite the rainy weather. Although we
couldn’t take home the trophy, both
teams (Yr 3/4 and Yr5/6) played
extremely well.
We then created our own pieces,
thinking about colour and body
language to show our chosen emotion

Can you tell which pictures portray
happiness, sadness, anger and
excitement?

Attendance Matters!
On Tuesday 18th December we are having a fun
festive dress up day. Children can wear anything
from elf ears to Christmas jumpers.

Show tickets
Show tickets remain on sale in the
school office
2 available per family
Recommended donation £2.50 per ticket which
gives you an entry to the class raffles.

Thursday 13th December 1.30pm

Thank you to all our parents and carers who
support us by making sure our children are in
school every day. It is important to ensure your
child has the best possible opportunity to
succeed in their learning and be secondary
school ready when they leave Robert Blair.
This is a very important part of your child’s
journey through school and something we take
seriously. As such we monitor each child’s
attendance daily. We remind you that the
school expectations is that all children’s
attendance is 96% or above. Anything below
this is unsatisfactory.
Holidays during school time will not be
authorised and are prohibited by law. The local
authority will issue fines to parents who take
their children on holiday during term time. Of
course we understand that children do get ill
and life can throw up unexpected problems. In
order for your child to maintain a good record
of attendance, it is vital that you call the school
office and provide a reason for your child’s
absence.

OR

Friday 14th December 9.20am

Parents have a duty to ensure their child’s
regular attendance at school. Failure to do
so is an offence under Section 444(1) of the
Education Act 1996.

The weeks ahead
Wed. 12 Dec.
EYFS Show
Thursday. 13 Dec.
The Lion King
The Art Room Exhibition
Friday. 14 Dec.
The Lion King
Records of Assessment sent
home
Mon. 17 Dec.
Yr1-6 Cinema Trip
Tues. 18 Dec.
Festive dress-up day
Thurs. 20 Dec.
Christmas Lunch
Friday. 21 Dec.
End of Term
School Closes 2pm
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Monday. 7 Jan.
School Opens
Children Return to School

Due to the recent high level of sickness, the school would like to introduce the use of antibacterial hand
gels.
Although this is currently being used by staff, we would like to introduce the use of the hand gels in our
ground floor hall which we use as our school lunch hall.
Due to the health and safety issues that could occur we ask you to refrain from sending your child in to
school with their own hand gel. We will be using the hand gels currently being used by public health
services. The school will provide anti-bacterial hand gel.

If you have any queries or concerns, or do not want your child to use hand gel please contact the school
office
We remind you once again that if your child is not feeling well, or has been sick, the 48 hour rule applies.
(Children should not come back to school until 48 hours after the last onset of vomiting/diarrhoea).
Washing hands with soap is the best way to prevent the spreading of germs

Please talk to your child
about the importance of
washing their hands with
soap.

Term Dates 2018-19
Reception to Year 6
AUTUMN TERM 2018

Term Ends Friday 21 December 2018

SPRING TERM 2019

Monday 7 January 2019 – Friday 5 April 2019

School Opens

Monday 7 January 2019 (Children return to school)

INSET Day

Friday 15 February 2019 (School closed to children)

Half Term

Monday 18 February 2019 - Friday 22 February 2019

Term Ends

Friday 5 April 2019 at 2.00pm

SUMMER TERM 2019

Tuesday 23 April 2019 – Tuesday 23 July 2019

School Opens

Tuesday 23 April 2019

May Day Bank Holiday

Monday 6 May 2019 (School Closed for one day only)

Half Term

Monday 27 May 2019 – Friday 31 May 2019

INSET DAYS

Monday 22 July 2019 & Tuesday 23 July 2019 (School Closed to children)

School Closes

Friday 19 July 2019 at 2.00pm

Children’s Centre Key Dates September 2018- August 2019
Toddlers being curious about numbers
and shapes together!

Babies exploring the roleplay area;
accessing resources independently.

Autumn Term 2018

Friday December 21st

Last day open of Autumn term
Children’s Centre CLOSES at 2pm for all children

Monday December 24th to Tuesday January 2nd

Christmas Holiday CLOSED to all children

Spring Term 2019
Wednesday January 3rd

Children’s Centre closed to TTO children open to AYR children only

Monday January 7th

Start of Spring Term Children’s Centre OPEN to all children

Friday February 15th

INSET staff training day 3 Children’s Centre closed to all children

Monday February 18th to Friday February 22nd

Half term closed to TTO children
Children’s Centre open for AYR and wraparound only
Children’s Centre OPEN for all children

Monday February 25th
Friday April 5th

Friday April 19th

Last day of Spring Term
Children’s Centre CLOSES at 2pm for all children
Easter Holiday Children’s Centre closed to TTO children open for AYR
only
Bank Holiday Children’s Centre closed

Monday April 22nd

Bank Holiday Children’s Centre closed

Monday April 8th to Thursday April 18th

Children’s Centre Key Dates September 2018- August 2019
Summer Term 2019
Tuesday April 23rd

Children’s Centre OPEN to all children

Monday May 6th

Bank holiday CLOSED to all children

Monday May 27th

Bank holiday CLOSED to all children

Tuesday May 28th to Friday May 31st

Half Term closed to TTO children
Children Centre open for AYR children only

Monday June 3rd

Children’s Centre OPEN to all children

Friday July 19th

Last day open of Summer term
Children’s Centre CLOSES at 2pm for all children

Monday July 22nd

INSET day 4 Children’s Centre CLOSED for all children

Tuesday July 23rd

INSET day 5 Children’s Centre CLOSED for all children

Wednesday July 24th to Thursday 17th August
Friday August 18th to Monday August 31st *

Summer holiday closed to TTO children Children’s Centre OPEN to AYR
children only
Children’s Centre closed to all children

Working Together to safeguard Children.
Safeguarding s our number one priority!

Hotel Years 1 to 6
Cinema Trip
Morning and end of day routines are an important part of the school
day. The school entrances are on two very busy roads. We remind
you that you must drop your child off for school inside the school
playground, acknowledging school staff, at their entrance point to the
main school building. Please do not send you child unaccompanied by
a responsible adult independently up the road or into the school
grounds.
At the end of the school day you must collect your child from a
teacher or learning support worker. If you require another adult to
collect your child you must ring the school office giving enough notice
for the teachers and support staff to be notified and appropriate
safeguarding measure to be put in place.
Children will not be released to adults who have been sent text
messages, are relatives or close friends of the family. This procedure
will need to be followed on each occasion regardless of previous
times, family ties or friendships. Please do not be offended if school
staff do not release children if the correct procedures have not been
followed.
If you are late and your child has not been collected from the
playground they will be signed into afterschool club. A.S.C charges
may apply. You will be required to collect your child from the school
office where safeguarding procedures and protocols can be meet

Hotel Transylvania

On Monday the 17th December to celebrate the festive season we are
all visiting the Holloway Odeon to to see Hotel Transylvania .
You can see trailers and the parents guide by clicking on the link
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5220122/
If you have any questions or queries please speak to a member of staff
at the start or end of the school day at the school office.
If you do not want your chid to participate please contact the school
office by Thursday 13 December so that alternative arrangements can
be made.

We thank you for your co-operation and understanding.

