Newsletter 14
May 2020
Dear Parents, Carers and members of our community.
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Can your class move Year 2 out of the
Golden Palace? WELL DONE Y2!!

Year 3
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Firstly, a big thank you to everyone who has sent in their well wishes, thanks and praise to all our staff
for their hard work and efforts. This is a difficult time for us all and we really appreciate your warm
thoughts and comments. Our teachers and staff will continue to speak with you and the children each
week to check in to see how everyone is doing. If you have any issues with the learning @home or need
any further support please do let them know so that we can help you sort it out.
As you will be aware, from the governments speech on Sunday, we are all in a period of negotiation
around the safe return of our children and staff to school. A letter has gone out to you all today explaining as much as we can at the moment. Please take the time to read it carefully. The governors and I consider the safety of all our children , staff and our wider school community as our highest priority. We will
not agree with any member of our community being put at unnecessary risk. More information will follow over the coming week . Letter to Parents
I have loved seeing the wonderful work the children have been sharing with their classes. Their creativity
is delightful to see.
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Year 5
Year 4
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Mostly I would like to say a big thank you to all the parents , carers and members of our community who
are working hard to support their children’s learning, under very challenging circumstances. I know it is
hard but it is also very important that all children do some learning everyday. Please do contact us if you
have any worries or concerns, we would like to help you wherever we can.
We are very much looking forward to seeing you all again soon, when it is safe to do so.
Best wishes and enjoy the coming weekend.

27

Year 6
Year 1
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Well done Buckingham Palace
you are the winners
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Transport, Plants, Maths & Fun in KS1
In KS1 we have been working hard at home with our learning. We are so proud of your engagement on google classroom and your positive attitude to give
everything ago. Keep up the fabulous work!

This week in English year 1 have been reading ‘The snail and the whale’ by Julia Donaldson. They have written
letters to help save the whale, setting description of the ocean and a dairy in the role of the snail.

In maths we have been practicing our addition and
subtraction strategies. We have used number lines and objects
in our home to help us.

In Year 2 we have been reading ‘Traction Man’ by Mini Grey. We have written character descriptions about Traction Man,
instructions on how to look after a pet scrubbing brush and created our own evil villain.

KS1 Are a bunch of hard workers!

This term we have started our new topic in KS1. In year
1 our topic is ‘School day’. We have made a timeline of
our lives from when we were born to now. We have also drawn a self portrait of ourselves.

In year 2 our topic is
‘Transport including flight’. We have been learning about
different vehicles and significant people from history who
played an important role in how transport looks today.

In science year 2 are learning about plants. We
labelled the parts of a flower and went on a leaf
hunt to identify evergreen trees and deciduous
trees.

Our youngest children from Babies & Toddlers have been very busy recently!
They have been posting photos of daily memo activities with us on tapestryjournal.com

Thank you for sharing all your amazing home learning … we miss you so much!
See you all again soon and keep sending us your fantastic photos

Making Elmer the Elephant!

Creating a colourful bracelet!

Glorious glitter pictures!

Feeding the fish!

Avoid the sharks!

Floating & sinking—Ahoy!

Building bridges!

5,4,3,2,1 …. Lift Off!

The joy of books!

Music time!

Gloopy fun with cornflour!

Easter egg hunt!

Counting caterpillars!

Early years go on an Adventure Theme
This term in the Early Years our
theme is ‘adventures – near and far’.
Nursery are looking at sea adventures
and reception are looking at adventures further away - in space! We
have been continuing to set daily activities for children on Tapestry.
Thanks to all of you who have been
engaging with, and responding to,
them. It’s been lovely to see your
photos and read your comments.
Reception children have been using
our knowledge of 2D and 3D shapes
to design and build space rockets.
Here is Harley’s 3D rocket and here is
Derin working hard to create a col-

We have also been enjoying creative and explorative play at home. After we posted a recipe for some special ‘space playdough’ Esra and Esma got ‘hands on’ and
made some of their very own!

We have also been continuing with reading and writing practice at home. Here
is Ibrahim practising CVC words! And Fahmida recorded her answers when she
did a space ‘I Spy Hunt and Count’!

Great work from Y4 with a little explosion

Home learning fun in Year 1

I just wanted to share the amazing work Year 4 students have been doing during remote learning!
Kalae investigated if mixing Mentos and coke will form a chemical or physical change.
Ahmed, Naomi and Joshua created amazing and interesting fact sheets about Italy or France for our
Term topic of Journey Through Europe!
Well Done Year 4.
Keep it up

NHS Helicopter

Meanwhile in the Kitchen... Scones Are Being Made!

Scones Recipe
Ingredients
Serves: 8
• 225g self raising flour
• 1 pinch salt
• 50g cold butter, cut into pieces
• 25g caster sugar
• 50g sultanas (optional)
120ml milk, plus extra for brushing

Method
Prep:20min › Cook:12min › Extra time:3min › Ready in:35min
1. Preheat oven to 220 C / Gas 7. Grease a baking tray.
2. Measure out the flour and salt in a mixing bowl. Add the butter. Rub
together with your fingertips until the mixture looks like breadcrumbs. Stir
in the sugar and sultanas, if using.
3. Add the milk to the mixture and stir everything together. Knead the
mixture together with your hands until you have formed a stiff dough.
4. Gently roll out the dough until it is 2cm thick. Cut out shapes with
round biscuit cutters dipped in flour. Put the scones on a baking tray, brush
them with milk
Bake for 12 to 15 minutes. Leave them on a cooling rack for 5 minutes.

Easter Holiday Arts & Craft T-Shirt Making to Say Thank You

Beau Y2

Year 2 have been designing T-Shirts! They
all look fabulous.

Madina Y2

Caleb Y2

Jasmin Y2

Mahfuzshah Y2

Outstanding work from Year 6

May The Maths Be With You Or The Force

Kade

Jack
Year 5 have been busy on Google Classroom, science and maths
are the tasks at hand!

Fun Maths Puzzle
Do the sum in
the grid by filling
in the missing
numbers

Puzzle Zone

Other information

More Information
Do you want to receive a weekly delivery of breakfast items?
We have received a kind offer from Magic Breakfast who supply School with cereals
and bagels for our Breakfast Club.
Due to the current situation and to support you in these difficult times, they have
partnered with Amazon to make a weekly delivery to your house. Free of charge!
A typical hamper would contain cereal, bagels and milk vouchers.
If you would like to receive this, and we have not already spoken to you, please
email the school office

admin@robertblair.islington.co.uk

In the email please let us know

•

Your name

•

Your mobile number

•

Your children’s name(s)

•

Your current address

In accepting this offer we will share your details with Magic Breakfast and Amazon. Your information will only be used for purpose of receiving a weekly breakfast delivery.

Thank you Magic Breakfast!!

Inclusion Report for the Newsletter
The Inclusion team have been very busy since the Lockdown started.
One major job has been completing annual reviews for our children with Education Health and Care Plans on schedule so that all this information is ready for next Year’s
teachers and new schools where relevant. We have also continued to work on applications for funding to support children with special educational needs who need additional help at school.
School staff have continued to coordinate and contribute to assessments of children with specialists and NHS professionals, by telephone and zoom, to ensure that children’s needs are met as quickly as possible and to ensure that where possible time isn’t being wasted because of the lockdown.
The inclusion team support staff have been working closely with class teachers adapting resources and planning for children with special needs so that they are accessible
to them and providing support via google classrooms.

We have been working to support parents of children with special needs, by calling families and liaising with the parents of vulnerable children. Where necessary we have
conducted risk assessments with the LA and social care to ensure the safety of vulnerable children.
All support staff have been studying and gaining new skills – they have completed courses on Autism, phonics, safeguarding and speech and language and learning how to
use new technology to enable distanced learning, online meetings and teaching.
Another important area for inclusion is preparing transition arrangements for new reception children who will start in September who have additional needs. This involves
liaison with Nurseries about how to support new children who will be in next Year’s reception class. In addition we have been liaising with Secondary schools, families,
teachers and support staff to prepare transition information for secondary schools for children in Year 6 with additional needs.
Fathima and Lisa have done an amazing job of making their Attention Builders sessions for Early Years children with Autism and learning difficulties available online. (see
photo’s below) They have started uploading Attention Builders on Tapestry in-line with class plans. We have had great feedback and this has given parents insight into how
this intervention works in practice.
The Early Years team are using a programme called Tapestry to enable our younger children to learn at home. This is really working well for many children and the children
are enjoying the attention builder sessions and are happy to see Fathima and Lisa online. Fathima has also started posting speech and language therapy sessions online for
some of our reception children and sensory circuit programme posts for all the Early Years children with SEN and some of the children are now using it and commenting on
what they are learning.
Most teachers and support staff have been in school throughout the lock down period, including during the school holidays. They have been helping children with their work
on google classroom and working with the children who are at school. Staff have been able to communicate with the children on google classroom and the children enjoy
finding out how we all are and we also enjoy chatting to them too!
The Inclusion team would like to say a big thank you to all the parents out there who are working hard to support their children’s learning, under very challenging conditions!
We look forward to seeing you all again soon

